
 

 
 Medicare Approves Clinical Study for HCT for Sickle Cell Disease 

 

As we shared in our March edition, CMS issued a positive coverage decision for Allo HCT for 
Myelofibrosis, Multiple Myeloma and Sickle Cell Disease, utilizing the Coverage with Evidence 
Development (CED) mechanism. Since that time, CIBMTR (Center for Blood and Marrow 
Transplant Research, our research program, has been working on preparing separate protocols 
for each indication. The development of the study protocols is happening in parallel, but the 
submission to CMS for review and approval is happening individually as the protocols become 
ready.  

 The Sickle Cell Disease protocol was approved by CMS on June 17, pending a requested 
amendment to the analysis plan.  

 
However, because this study originated as a BMT CTN protocol (1503) independent of the CMS 
purpose, it will still be 1-2 months before accrual will begin. The study is approved but is not 
yet open at any site. The BMT CTN 1503 protocol was released to the centers in early May and 
sites will open as individual IRBs approve the documents. View list of participating centers.  

 
The myelofibrosis and multiple myeloma studies are still in development and have not yet been 
submitted for CMS consideration. View are Medicare Clinical Trials webpage for the latest 
updates.  

 Over 800 Transplant Advocates Submit Letters to Medicare Asking for Better 
Reimbursement 

 

Each April, Medicare publishes a draft rule that proposes the payment rates and system changes 
for the inpatient care system in the next fiscal year. Again this year, Medicare did not respond to 
requests from the NMDP/Be The Match and ASBMT to pay for donor search and cell acquisition 
costs separately, as they do for solid organ transplants. Our Payer Policy and Legislative Affairs 
teams partnered to bring attention to this issue by asking our advocacy network to submit letters 
to CMS during the 60-day comment period. Over 800 transplant advocates – patients, family 
members, transplant center staff and physicians submitted comments. Thank you for all of your 
efforts in raising awareness of this issue! There will be another opportunity to comment on the 
same issue in the outpatient care setting in a couple of weeks. For the latest on this and other 
advocacy efforts, sign-up for our Advocacy enews.  

 View the formal letter submitted by NMDP/Be The Match and ASBMT. 
 New ICD-10 codes Differentiate between Donor Types 

 

When ICD-9 codes were converted into the ICD-10 format, the ability to indicate whether or not a 
donor was a related or unrelated allogeneic donor was not included. Following the introduction of 
the ICD-10 coding system, the ICD-10 Coding & Maintenance committee implemented a coding 
freeze for two years to minimize disruption to the new system. In September 2015, the NMDP 
submitted a request for ICD-10 codes to match the previous ICD-9 coding system. Our request 
was discussed at the March 2016 meeting and was approved. View the changes can in the 
Addendum 302 of the 2017 ICD-10-PCS 2017 Tables Addenda.  

 Forward to a Friend 

http://registry.marrow.org/site/R?i=Afplp_ebmWMtNo-Eata5ZQ
http://registry.marrow.org/site/R?i=Afplp_ebmWMtNo-Eata5ZQ
http://registry.marrow.org/site/R?i=DqvepvTR5-xfCgmf_NYAPw
http://registry.marrow.org/site/R?i=Hwgu9a5cIhfBWYrD_v3cvA
http://registry.marrow.org/site/R?i=VtOfMTEpdWS5okgUOef02A
http://registry.marrow.org/site/R?i=ljFw5QInAewnBV7Uk8XW7Q


 Please forward this email to others who would benefit from this information. If this email was 
forwarded to you, we invite you to subscribe  

  
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact the Payer Policy Team 
at PayerPolicy@nmdp.org. All of our resources are available on our website: 
Network.BeTheMatchClinical.org/Reimbursement   
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